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WILLIAM COOTE 
[By ALLAN A. MORRISON, M.A., Senior Lecturer, 
History Department, University of Queensland.] 
(Read at the meeting of the Historical Society of 
Queensland on June 28, 1956.) 
Every student of Queensland history has long been 
familiar with the name of William Coote, whose **His-
tory of Queensland, Volume I"(^) has for decades been 
the standard work for the period prior to 1859. All 
members of the Hisotrical Society of Queensland must 
be fully aware of the importance of that study, not 
merely for its pioneer attempt to provide a connected 
story of growth from a penal outpost to a separate 
colony, but also for orderly marshalling of the facts, 
and for the independence of mind which the writer 
often reveals. Whatever work may be done in the 
future, the author of this volume will always find an 
honoured place among Queensland historians. 
However, the existence of this work has provided 
challenge as well as inspiration. We know that Coote 
did write a second volume describing the early years 
of the colony after its separation from New South 
Wales, and we know that it went to the printer. But 
up to the present, no copy of this later section of his 
work has been available: it seemed to have disappeared 
without trace. This portion too promised to be even 
more interesting than the earlier section, for Coote 
was not only an eyewitness of the events, but an active 
participant in many of them. Hence historians have 
sought long and diligently in an effort to add a new 
treasure to Queensland historical writing. Thomas 
Welsby, a former President of this Society, and the 
man in whose honour the Society's Library has been 
named, believed he had traced the exsitence of some 
copies for some years after the date of printing, but 
ultimately was among those who had to admit defeat. 
Still, hope has never been abandoned and at last some 
1. William Coote, "History of the Colony of Queensland from 1770 to the close of 
the year 1881," Vol. 1. Brisbane, William Thome. 1882. 
1219 
success has been achieved, in a manner to be related 
in this paper. 
That success came, in part at least, because of a 
complete change of approach to the problem. In fact, 
the method selected was to put aside for the time being 
the question where Volume II might be found and to 
turn to an associated problem which up to this time 
had received very little attention, viz., who was William 
Coote? Fresh clues suggesting where we might look 
for the missing volume were urgently needed, and it 
was felt that knowledge of the man himself might 
supply them. 
The search proved rewarding and the clues were 
discovered. But the story of the man's whole career 
proved of such amazing interest that, even if some of 
the missing volume had not been discovered, the time 
spent would have been well worthwhile. Hence, it is 
only just that we should first tell the story of Coote's 
life. At times we shall have to leave gaps, because of 
the insuflficiency of records, but enough is available to 
present the pciture of a man of considerable intellect 
and energy, with a vigorous interest in all the major 
questions of his time. 
The Life of William Coote 
Little is known of his early years. It is recorded 
that he was born in Middlesex in 1822 to William and 
Sarah Coote, ^ 2) ^nd we can only assume he spent a 
normal boyhood on the outskirts of the great city of 
London. Apparently his parents had comfortable 
means, for he became qualified in not one but two 
professions. He trained as an architect under C. R. 
Cockerell, ^ ^^  one of the greatest figures of the day, with 
an international reputation. In addition, he became a 
civil engineer, his mentor being C. B. Vignoles, ^ '^^ again 
one of the leaders of his profession. This man had con-
siderable influence upon the young Coote, for he was 
one of those prominent in railway construction and 
under him Coote gained much valuable experience 
2. Nee Sarah Frances Hanran . Details of his l i i r th , marr iage and family have been 
kindly suppl ied by the Queensland Regis t ra r -Genera l . 
3. "Dictionary of Nationnl Biography,'' Vol. IV, p p . 651-654. 
4. Ibid., Vol XX, p p . 309-310. 
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which was to help him in his career in two Australian 
colonies. 
Vignoles may have also influenced the development 
of Coote's political views. He was the first Professor of 
Engineering at University College, London, which was 
founded to further the ideals of the famous English 
Radical, Jeremy Bentham. From that appointment it 
may safely be conjectured that Vignoles was at least 
not hostile to those ideas and ideals, and therefore he 
might be expected to pass them on to those in contact 
with him. Perhaps Coote attended some classes at that 
institution; we know that he was a man of some learn-
ing, a fact admitted even by his keenest political 
opponents. If he were, as seems likely, subjected to the 
advanced Radical ideas of his age, he no doubt also 
found much to stimulate him in the exciting events 
of the 'thirties and 'forties in nineteenth century 
England. 
Not all his attention was devoted to his chosen 
professions and to politics, for in 1849, in an Anglican 
Church in South Hackney, he married Louise Dewsbury 
Ford, who was then aged twenty-two. But the young 
couple apparently had little chance to develop any 
home life in England, for by 1852 he was in Van 
Diemen's Land. No reason for his abrupt departure 
can be traced. It seems certain that he came to Aus-
tralia as a free man, for careful search by the officers 
of the Tasmanian Archives failed to reveal his name 
amongst the lists of those transported. The first record 
of his name in Van Diemen's Land suggests that he 
was a man of sound consequence, for in 1852 he for-
warded to the Colonial Secretary of that colony an 
application by a woman on behalf of her convict hus-
band. But in 1854 he fell into trouble. On November 
16 he was adjudged by the Commissioner of Insolvent 
Estates to come within the penal clauses of the Act 
relating to insolvency. His discharge was postponed 
for twelve months and imprisonment for that period 
inflicted. He soon recovered himself and by 1856, in 
partnership with a man named Andrews, he had estab-
lished an Architectural and Engineering Works at 68 
Macquarie Street, Hobart. An advertising leaflet (5> 
5. From a file in the Tasmanian Archives, which also provided the other details of 
Coote's Tasmanian career. 
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produced by the firm showed a very wide variety of 
goods. One considerable task which the firm undertook 
was the renovation of the Theatre Royal in Campbell 
Street, Hobart, a task which meant almost the complete 
rebuilding of the structure. 
Again Coote was to depart abruptly to a new home, 
for in 1857 he was in Ballarat. He was still carrying 
on at least one of his chosen professions; by his own 
account ^^^ he laid out the streets and roads for the 
new municipality of Ballarat East, and he surveyed 
the route for a tramway from Ballarat to Mary-
borough, a distance of seventy miles. No other details 
are available here, but apparently his work was success-
ful, because he was soon to be brought to Queensland 
by the promoters of the Moreton Bay Tramway Com-
pany (^^ to make a survey of the route from Brisbane 
to the Darling Downs. 
Apparently he was by now taking a very active 
part in politics. No details are available, but during a 
political crisis in Queensland in 1864 the Premier 
(R. G. W. Herbert) reported to Governor Bowen that 
(ioote's colonial career had been "one of discreditable 
notoriety." («> A man with his radical background would 
no doubt have found it easy to come into conflict with 
authority in a colony such as Van Diemen's Land, in 
the years when it was being transformed from a 
crowded gaol to a self-governing colony. But this must 
remain conjecture, pending investigation elsewhere. 
Although it has not yet been ascertained exactly 
when Coote came to Queensland, at least we definitely 
know why he came, and that he was here in 1861. By 
that time he had completed the survey of the route 
from Brisbane to the Downs, and had been appointed 
General Manager of the Company. This appears to 
have made him decide to settle in the newest Aus-
tralian colony, for in 1862 he was joined by his wife 
and family. Two men who had come north as Coote's 
assistants also found the new colony to their liking, 
•6. V. His evidence before the Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly of 
Queensland on the Moreton Bay Tramway Bill: "Queesland Votes and Proceedings," 
1861, p. 1027. 
7. It is perhaps worth noting that this Company included some of the leading 
Queensland "Liberals ." 
;8. Enclosure in Despatch No. 12, Bowen to Newcastle, 5/3/1864. 
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and these two, Willoughby Hannam and W. C. Wake-
ling, became important in the Queensland Civil Service. 
With the collapse of the Moreton Bay Tramway Com-
pany, partly through lack of capital and partly through 
dissension among the partners, Coote as General 
General Manager fought hard to try to secure some 
compensation to the company from the Government, 
but without success. After that he returned to his 
other profession, that of architecture, and his name is 
associated with some of Brisbane's early buildings, 
notably the (Old) Town Hall, constructed in 1863. 
His radical background, combined with his failure 
to obtain some compensation for his company for the 
survey it had carried out, brought him into conflict 
with the government of the day, particularly because 
it was largely controlled by the squatters. Coote threw 
himself vigorously into local politics. He made a num-
ber of efforts to secure election to the Assembly, but 
without success. His defeat by T. B. Stephens in the 
South Brisbane election of 1863 (^ ) made him conclude 
that his real place was that of organiser and propagan-
dist and it was in these roles that he had his greatest 
successes. By now, tpo, he was writing much in the 
columns of the local press. This had provided him with 
full opportunity to state his arguments on behalf of the 
Tramway Company, and he found his new interest con-
genial. Public discussion of important issues attracted 
him more and more.^ ^°^ 
In 1864 Coote was deeply implicated in a major 
political crisis arising out of the control of Brisbane's 
new waterworks. Construction had been undertaken 
by a Commission appointed by the Government, and it 
was understood that on completion they would be 
handed over to the Municipal Council. However, for a 
variety of reasons it was decided to leave them under 
the control of a Board on which the Government had 
strong representation. An "indignation" meeting 
adopted a series of resolutions drawn up by Coote for 
presentation to the Governor, who refused to receive 
them, alleging they were improperly worded. A further 
9. Brisbane "Courier," 11/6/1863. 
10. Sometimes he had no political axe to grind. He was genuinely interested in the 
cultural development and took an active part in such hodies as the Philosophical 
Society. 
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"indignation" meeting then drew up a petition to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, asking for the 
removal of Governor Bowen, and Coote also drafted 
this petition. (") Again the press was used, giving full 
prominence to the complaints, and not nearly as much 
to the replies. ^^^^  
His second major clash with authority came in 
1866. Financial difficulties in the colony led the 
Treasurer to introduce a proposal for legal tender 
notes. (^ 3) Governor Bowen objected, claiming that it 
infringed imperial legislation. His action brought a 
roar of disapproval, especially when the Government 
resigned over the issue. ^ ^^^ (5oote threw himself into 
the fray. He wrote special articles for the press: and 
once again he drew up a petition to the Secretary of 
State asking for the recall of Governor Bowen. (^ >^ 
Throughout the whole aflFair Coote firmly held to the 
opinions he had stated at the beginning, viz., that the 
Governor's action was unwarranted. 
But soon after this his support for the local 
"Liberals" began to decline, though he still held to his 
old views of the reforms that were necessary. It seems 
that he concluded that his former political enemies 
were more likely to achieve the ends which he sought. 
Accordingly, when a change in the distribution of elec-
torates was imminent, it was to Robert Ramsay, a 
squatter, that he sent his proposals for an automatic 
redistribution to meet growth and shift of popula-
tion. ^ ^^^ It was only when Ramsay, after consultation 
with his leaders, decided against introducing the pro-
posals in the House that Coote handed them to the 
Liberal leader, Charles Lilley. 
His new sympathies also appeared at this time in 
his journalistic work. In the late 'sixties and early 
11. Brisbane "Courier," 18/2/1864. 
12. It was on this occasion that Herbert has described Coote's colonial career as 
"one of discreditable notoriety." 
13. For the full story see T. A. Coghlan, "Labour and Industry in Australia," 
(Oxford. 1918). Vol. II, p. 1168; A. C. V. Melbourne, Brisbane "Daily Mail," 
1/1/1927, 15/1/1927, 29/1/1927, 13/12/1927; C. A. Bernay's "Sixty Years of 
Queensland Politics," Brisbane, Government Printer, n.d., pp. 35-37. 
14. It was actually seeking a favourable issue upon which to resign because of a 
defeat in the House on the Land Laws. 
15. Bowen referred the petition to Herbert, the Premier, for comment. Herbert was 
able to make effctive use of a report by the Police Commissioner who described 
Coote as a convict from Tasmania: Enclosed in Despatch No. 52, Bowen to 
Cardwell, 10/9/1866. 
16. "Queensland Votes and Proceedings," 1872, pp. 411-412. 
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'seventies he wrote political articles for the "Warwick 
Examiner and Times," which was strongly opposed to 
Lilley and Macalister. His writings were so effective 
that Lilley wryly commented that this newspaper had 
the services of the ablest political writer in the colony. 
Some of his work in this journal was reprinted in 
pamphlet form, one issue being so successful it 
achieved a reprint. 
In this period Coote had established his home on 
the outskirts of Brisbane, his numerous letters to the 
press being written from Salisbury, Rocky Waterholes 
(now Rocklea). His house was situated on the Oxley 
side of to-day's main Brisbane-Ipswich road, about 200 
yards from the New England-Pacific Highway turn-
oflF.^ ^^ ^ By now he had three children, Louisa Frances, 
William Jones, and Eva Marion, while two others, one 
male and one female, had died. Occasionaly he used the 
services of his son as an amanuensis. On October 10, 
1870, his wife died, and she was buried the following 
day on his own property. The actual site of the grave 
is uncertain, but in 1950 her tombstone was discovered 
serving as a culvert cover from the footpath to the 
shoulder of the road in Gooburra Street, Rocklea. 
Despite this severe loss Coote was now busy on a 
new venture. The new colony was anxious to encourage 
old industries and develop new ones, and with that end 
in view passed in 1869 the Native Industries' Act and 
the Manufacturing Industries' Act. Coote had been 
interested for some time in the prospects of sericulture 
in Queensland (^«> and about 1870 he began to experi-
ment in the hope of benefiting under the new legis-
lation. By 1874 he had attained such considerable suc-
cess that he needed further capital for expansion. 
Hence he presented petitions to both the Legislative 
Council and the Legislative Assembly which appointed 
Select Committees to examine them. The Council Com-
mittee recommended an immediate grant of £1,500 in 
land, plus another £1,000 after twelve months if in that 
time his exports reached £1,500. (^^^  The Assembly 
17. "Truth," 26/11/1950. 
18. Propagandists had been urging its introduction, e.g., Mrs. A. Timbrell, Brisbane 
"Courier," 16/11/1866, 23/11/1866. 26/11/1866, 13/12/1866. 
J9. Queensland Legislative Council Journals, 1874, j). 627 (petition) p . 915 (report 
and evidence of <'()niniittee). This also includes his detailed plans for expansion. 
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Committee made a similar recommendation except that 
it proposed £1,000 as the immediate grant. <20) Unfor-
tunately, by the time 'the Committee had concluded 
its deliberations no quorum could be found for the 
Assembly. In the following year he again presented 
his petitions, which were this time considered by a 
Joint Committee of both Houses, which recommended 
grants of £750 and £1,000. (21) But, just when the future 
seemed secure, disaster came; a new consignment of 
silk worms were diseased and his stock was decimated. 
In addition, he claimed he received only £720 of the 
promised £270. (22) 
In the meantime Coote had made an effort to enter 
yet another profession. About the year 1873 he applied 
to be examined for admission to the Bar, but he was 
informed by the Secretary of the Board of Examiners 
that he was not a fit person for admission. <23) Because 
of the loss of records covering this period it is impos-
sible to ascertain the grounds of refusal, but it now 
seems that his imprisonment must have been the 
reason. No charges of moral turpitude were ever made, 
even in cross-examination during a libel action, and in 
the same action Coote produced as a witness no less a 
person than Hon. A. H. Palmer, then Colonial Secretary. 
Coote placed the blame for his rejection upon S. W. 
Griffith, then beginning his rapid rise in Liberal 
politics. (24) 
Throughout this period he had maintained his con-
nection with the press. But he always insisted upon 
his independence. He maintained that he was a jour-
nalist, that is, one who wrote according to his own 
convictions, and not a writer for the press, who wrote 
on any side for which he was paid. When the "Week" 
began publication in 1876 as a companion to the "Tele-
graph" and a counter to the "Queenslander," the com-
panion journal of the "Courier," Coote found the new 
20. Queensland Votes and Proceedings, 1874, Vol. II, p. 905 et seq. 
21. ibid.. 1875, Vol. II, p. 1301 et seq. 
22. For Coote's story of his venture see also "Week," 6/5/1876, 15/7/1876, 20/1/1877. 
27/10/1877. A leading newspaper columnist of the day (Bohemian) declared 
facetiously that the disaster was proof of the danger of seeking government aid 
instead of standin?? firmly for individualism. 
23. Coote admitted this during cross examination by S. W. Griffith during the libel 
action Coote v. Smith, Brisbane "Courier," 9/8/1881. 
24. His relations with these two politicians einphasises the change in his political 
allegiance. 
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periodical anxious for specialist articles, and he took 
full advantage of the opportunity. In 1881 when the 
"Observer" passed from the control of Mcllwraith, 
Morehead and Perkins, ^^5) Coote took the place of 
Archibald Meston as editor, but only after he had been 
assured he would be free to write as he chose. However, 
this venture lasted only a year, after which the 
"Observer" was bought by the Brisbane Newspaper 
Company (i.e., the "Courier" proprietary), which 
installed a completely new staff. 
The years 1881 to 1883 saw the appearance of 
some of his major works. In 1881 Coote again inter-
vened actively in a major political issue. In the 
Assembly Griffith had instituted grave charges against 
Mcllwraith concerning the purchase and shipment of 
steel rails for the Government. ^^6) Coote produced a 
long pamphlet, "A Review of the Circumstances Con-
nected with the Steel Rails and Freight Contracts," in 
which he condemned Griffith for his action. In the 
following year. Volume I of his "History of Queens-
land" was published. In 1883 another political crisis 
brought forth yet another pamphlet. Mcllwraith had 
fought hard to secure the construction of a Transcon-
tinental Railway upon land grant principles. Griffith 
fought this tooth and nail, and was backed by a 
pamphlet from the office of "Figaro," another Brisbane 
periodical. Coote again intervened, this time in support 
of Mcllwraith, 2^7) with his pamphlet, "Observations on 
a Pamphlet Entitled 'The Latest Political Device for 
Partitioning Queensland Among Speculative Rings'." 
About this time Coote left for North Queensland, 
to take up journalistic work at Townsville. Details are 
again most obscure, and the difficulty of establishing 
definite dates has been increased by the absence of 
files of the Townsville papers for that period. But one 
fact is clear: Coote found conditions to his liking, for 
the north was urging separation as a new colony, to 
control its own destinies. He threw himself whole-
heartedly into the fight, and soon became Secretary of 
25. Of the three proprietors, Morehead and Perkins always tried to insist on complete 
supervision of all material published in the journal. 
26. Bernays, op. cit., p . 87. 
27. This is not surprising, for the Moreton Bay Tramway, which brought him to 
Queensland, was to be constructed on a similar principle. 
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the Northern Separation Council. The details of the 
struggle need not concern us here, and in any case the 
revelation of the whole of the part Coote played must 
await the discovery of missing newspaper files. It is 
quite certain that he played a major role. The 
"Courier" on one occasion commented on the remark-
able way in which "spontaneous" demonstrations in 
favour of separation arose whenever Coote happened 
to visit any northern town. A popular piece of doggerel 
paid further tribute: 
"I come from haunts of Coote and Ahearne."^-*^' 
This move to Townsville was Coote's last. Here he 
found congenial surroundings, pleasant company, and 
a long and intricate political conflict to keep him active 
and interested. Perhaps, too, he thought that the suc-
cessful establishment of a new colony in the north 
would give him the opportunity to introduce the 
reforms he had failed to achieve in the south. Success 
did not crown his efforts, but at least he did not live 
long enough to see the ruin of his hopes, for he died in 
Townsville on October 1, 1898, after nearly forty years 
in Queensland. He was buried in the same city two 
days later, the officiating Anglican clergyman being 
the Rev. A. E. Coote. (29) 
Thus ended the wanderings of William Coote. He 
lived a very full life, but he maintained his indepen-
dence throughout, despite pressure by some of the most 
powerful men in the land. In fact, it seems that all the 
strife in which he was involved made life more mean-
ingful and interesting for him. He never made any 
effort to conceal or disguise his opinions: he published 
them for the world to read. The time has now come 
when we must consider his writings. 
The Writings of William Coote 
At this stage it is necessary to make two general 
observations on the scope and purpose of this section. 
In the first place, it is not intended to give a complete 
list of everything Coote wrote. He was so prolific that 
28. Dr. Joseph Ahearne, of Townsville, another leader of the Northern Separation 
movement. 
29. I have been unable to establish whether any relationship existed. 
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to trace all his correspondence would entail a tremen-
dous amount of work, especially in view of the very 
scattered nature of the files of Queensland newspapers. 
However, all his more important writings that have 
been discovered will be listed, and where necessary 
some discussion will be appended. 
In the second place, it is proposed to depart some-
what from convention, by the introduction of a more 
personal note. As already indicated, the original pur-
pose of the enquiry was a search for the missing 
Volume II. Hence I feel that I am justified in including 
some account of the way in which that search was 
conducted, in the hope that it may offer some guidance 
to those who are facing similar difficulties. If my 
experiences offer them any assistance, I shall be 
pleased, even if it may be my mistakes from which 
they profit. 
One fact emerged clearly from my search for the 
details of Coote's life, viz., that in the past insufficient 
attention had been paid to his career in journalism. 
Hence the possibility occurred to me that here lay a 
promising field for exploration. Examination of the 
available copies of his work confirmed that impression. 
For example, the earliest appearance of his work in 
1867 was in the form of successive pamphlets. ^^^^  The 
Dowse papers in the Oxley Library contain a printed 
copy of the introduction to his work, this time dated 
in the mid-'seventies, which confirmed the impression 
that publication in book form had proved impracticable. 
The press then offered another avenue of approach. 
But where was I to begin? Journals such as the 
"Courier" and the "Queenslander" had been often con-
sulted by myself and others for special purposes, with-
out any accidental discovery of a work of such length 
as Coote's history. Hence it seemed better to begin with 
some journal that had not been subjected to any exten-
sive examination. The best prospect seemed to be the 
"Week," a paper that has been seldom quoted by any 
historian. But in what year would it be best to start 
the survey? As I assumed it to be probable that the 
.lO. Only the first two of these survive. The fact that the careful Denis O'Donovan, 
Parliamentary Librarian, had preserved only these two suggests that others did 
not come off the press. Copies of these pamphlets are available at the Parlia-
mentary Library, the Oxley Library, and the Welsby Library. 
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history had been first published serially and then in 
book form, it seemed best to work backwards from the 
date of publication of the book in 1882. I hoped that 
this supplied the one per cent, inspiration necessary 
to successful research: now all I had to do was to 
supply the 99 per cent, perspiration. 
Examniation of the files of the "Week" in this 
order proved very profitable, for other purposes, but 
for a long time it appeared that my main search would 
go unrewarded. Then came the lucky accident for 
which I had been secretly hoping. Examining the files 
of the "Queensland Evangelical Standard" for material 
relative to special problems in Queensland politics, I 
suddenly discovered an advertisement which gave me 
new hopes. The issue of March 11, 1876, contained an 
announcement that the "Hitsory of Queensland," by 
William Coote, would commence in the "Week" in the 
issue of April 8, 1876. Even the slight annoyance 
caused by the discovery that I could have much 
shortened my labour—the "Week" began publication 
only at the beginning of 1876—was soon forgotten in 
the hope that at least my search was at an end. 
The "Week" of April 8, 1876, carried the first 
instalment of the history, as promised. But was it 
again only the first volume? At last doubts were 
resolved: the instalment of August 5, 1876, began with 
the exciting heading, Book II—After Separation. At 
long last is seemed as if the search was ended. Seven 
long instalments <3i^  gave a very detailed and interest-
ing account of the early development of Queensland, 
with the issue of September 3(3, 1876, bringing the 
story up to the middle of 1861. But then they came 
to an end—although the last printed instalment ended 
with the words "to be continued," no further instal-
ments ever appeared in the "Week," nor was any 
announcement made why publication had ceased. So 
the search had once again ended in disappointment, 
though somewhat allayed by the fact that at least 
portion of the missing work had become available, and 
that a most valuable portion, because it did present a 
31. Two issues did not carry instalments. The issue of 26th August was crowded with 
material relative to Queensland's first Exhibition (i.e. Annual Show), and that 
of 2nd September contains an apolopy for non-appearance of an instalment because 
of Coole's illness. 
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most valuable picture of the first two years of Queens-
land's existence as a separate colony. Possibly he trans-
ferred the series to some other journal not yet 
examined, but that seems rather unlikely, because he 
still continued to write for the "Week." So the main 
body of the work still has to be found. 
But the gaps have been in part filled by other 
writings of Coote. Beginning in the "Week" of May 
19, 1877, he presented a weekly series of sketches 
entitled "Our Leading Public Men." Here as seen 
through the eyes of a well-informed contemporary are 
studies of John Douglas, Arthur Palmer, Maurice 
O'Connell, Joshua Peter Bell, T. B. Stephens, Thomas 
Mcllwraith, H. E. King and Samuel Walker Griffith. 
These articles are not merely recitations of fact, but 
critical studies, and some contain most illuminating 
statements. It would take too long to give any sum-
mary of his opinions, but one extract may well be 
quoted in view of the hostility already noted between 
Coote and Griffith. (^ 2) 
"He (i.e., Griffith) seems to be too confident in 
his success to take the care requisite to secure its 
fruits—too desirous to be thought equally able in all 
fields not to run the risk of tripping in even those 
where he is best qualified to walk." 
Two more able series of articles from his pen 
appeared in the same journal. The first, appearing from 
July 1, 1876, to September 23, 1876, was entitled "The 
Land System in Reference to Immigration Settlement 
and Finance." In it Coote not merely surveyed what 
had been done, but offered much constructive criticism 
and suggestions for the future. The second series was 
of the same nature, but it had a much wider basis. 
Appearing from March 24, 1877, to May 12, 1877, it 
was entitled "What Might be a Public Policy." 
Further important information can be gained from 
some other works, which appear to me to have come 
from Coote's pen, even though they were not signed by 
him. The first of these to be mentioned also appeared 
in the "Week,"^^^^ which in honour of Queensland's first 
.32. The "Week," 7f7flQ77. 
33. 26th August 1876. 
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Exhibition printed a "Review of the Progress of 
Queensland" which covered several pages. Here I doubt 
if Coote was responsible for all of it, but portions of it 
seem to be quite clearly his. 
Three others appeared in a provincial newspaper, 
the "Warwick Examiner and Times." The first, "Facts 
and Figures No. 1—The Financial History and Con-
dition of Queensland 1859-1870," appeared on February 
26 and March 5, 1870. The second, "Facts and Figures 
No. 2—The Railway History of Queensland 1862-1870," 
appeared weekly from July 2, 1870, to July 23, 1870. 
Both of them are characteristic of Coote, with his 
extensive and careful use of public documents, and the 
illuminating sidelights cast in his own particular way. 
In addition, at a later stage he did on one occasion lay 
claim to them as his.^ '^^ ) A third article, "Considera-
tions on the Redistribution of the Representation of 
the Colony," appeared in three parts. ^^^^  Described as 
"contributed from the East Moreton," this series is 
completely consistent with the proposed arrangements 
he submitted first to Ramsay and then to Lilley. Hence 
I am inclined to attribute this to him as well. 
Another much more specialised series appeared in 
the "Week," between September 15, 1877, and January 
12, 1878. Entitled "The Anglican Church in Queens-
land," it is a close study of the progress of the internal 
organisation of that church in the colony. Again no 
acknowledgement of authorship was made, but the 
arrangement and the mode of expression are typical of 
Coote. In addition they provide a long expansion of 
some arguments Coote put forward at a church meet-
ing at St. John's, Brisbane. (^^^  
Mention has already been made of his two pamph-
lets on the Steel Rails Case and the Transcontinental 
Land-Grant Railway Proposal. Of his lesser works a 
reminder might also be given of his writings upon 
sericulture, and his articles on the legal tender crisis of 
34. These are available in pamphlet form in the Parliamentary Library. 
35. "Warwick Examiner and Times," 4/2/1871, 11/2/1871, 13/2/1871. 
36. "Week," 27/4/1878. 
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1866.(37) As already stated no attempt is being made 
here to list any of his writings upon northern separa-
tion. 
Epilogue 
Such then is the information that has been 
gathered up to this point on the life and work of 
William Coote. The search for fresh material is still 
going on, though only incidentally to other major 
projects which have to take prior place. Even though 
incomplete, the information is deemed worthy to be 
made available to those interested. Perhaps some of 
them may be able to fill in some of the gaps, and sup-
port or amend some of the assumptions that have 
been made. But it is hoped that this paper will have 
one important result, viz., that it will rescue William 
Coote from the partial neglect into which he fell for 
many years. No better example of this neglect can be 
given than the fact that his death occurred almost 
unnoticed in Brisbane. Pugh's Almanac for 1899 listed 
it among its obituaries, and the "Week," the journal 
for which his writings had been so important, printed 
only the following announcement: 
"Townsville, October 3 : Mr. William Coote, who 
was well known in North Queensland as a great 
writer in favour of separation, died in Townsville on 
Saturday, and will be buried to-day." 
Note.—Surplus copies of the "Week" for the periods 
covered in this paper, held in the Welsby Library, have since 
been donated to the Oxley Memorial Library, Brisbane, 
Library, University of Queensland, and to the Mitchell Library, 
Sydney. The Queensland Parliamentary Library was already 
in possession of these copies of the "Week.^* 
37. Some of these in pamphlet form are available at the Oxley Library. 
